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Last Saturday was a somewhat silly evening, 
with Brian dancing lady (but persistently 
gripping the wrist of the lady in front during a 
star) and Jackie and I dancing “Siamese” in 
the final tip.  The highlight was lovely cakes 
brought by David, who also took these 
photographs of the dancers getting Motivated. 

FROM DAVID 

'On Saturday 4th, Di's A2 teach session 

included 'Motivate', and the A2 learners 

picked it up very quickly.  Concentration was 

intense - and here it's clear that they are 

all ready for the next time 'Motivate' is 

called! 

Photo 1: 'Motivate Approaches?' 

 

 

By comparison, our regular A2 dancers seem 

very blasé, obviously needing no motivation 

to get it right (did you see what I did 

there?) 

 

 

 

Photo 2: 'Confidently awaiting Motivate' 

 

However, spare a thought for Chain 

Reaction's very own Cinderella - banished to 

work in the kitchen whilst everyone else is 

at the ball.  

Photo 3: Cinderella 

 

And we had more cakes again the following week; 

doughnuts this time.  Someone was heard to remark 

that it’s great having David on the committee!  I’ll 

agree totally with that. 

 

The next pages carry the reports of  Di  and Terry’s 

travels last year: the USA, followed by Denmark. 

 

After that there is also an article deserving a place 

to itself along with its photographs. This means 

there are a few empty spaces at the end of some 

pages, so be sure to scroll down a bit more to see 

all 6 pages.  Jane 
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Our visit to the US in November 2022 to meet many 
of the people we had met on zoom dances  
 
We flew to Chicago on Monday and were picked up at 
the airport by a couple of square dancers who took us 
straight to the local club, Chi-town Squares where we 
arrived during the first tip.  
 
Everyone was delighted to see us and the dancing 
was slightly disrupted as they all turned and waved to 
us as we entered the hall.  
 
After the tip, we were warmly welcomed by all and 
some of our regular zoom dancers presented us with 
special badges that everyone from our zoom group 
was wearing.  
 
Special badge: 

 
 
We got our zoom dancers together for a tip and had a 
group photo. Notice how we are smaller than everyone 
else. We couldn’t tell how tall anyone was on zoom! 
 

 
 
We went out exploring in Chicago for a couple of days 
on a bus tour and a river tour and saw many sights.  
 
Here we are in front of a famous stainless-steel 
sculpture locally called the Chicago Bean 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Later on Wednesday another couple of our zoom 
family picked us up at our hotel and took us to meet 
other dancers for a meal out before visiting another 
square dance club that evening.  
 

 
 
 
The caller for both clubs was no other than Sandie 
Bryant. She is a lovely person and an amazing caller. I 
called a guest tip at the club where she was teaching 
A1 on the first night.  
 

 
 
 
The next day we flew to Baltimore where we were 
picked up by zoom friends, also round dancers, Ken 
and Amy Shotting. Amy is a cuer and they used to live 
in England many years ago. We stayed overnight with 
them then we met up with more zoom friends for lunch 
the next day.  
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After lunch, our good friend and fellow caller Ett 
McAtee drove us up to Pennsylvania for a weekend 
convention. During the last day all those who had 
danced on zoom had a special tip and a group photo. 
 

 
 
Here are two of our friends from Canada who learned 
C1 on zoom. We all wore our matching square dance  
t-shirts.  
 

 
 
Back in Ellicott City near Baltimore, Amy arranged a 
special surprise party night for us at her round dance 
club. Many of the dancers wore red white and blue, 
they all had mini Union Jack flags as well as the big 
flag hung on the wall and  all the music was UK 
themed.  It was a wonderful surprise but because it 
was a surprise, you can see we were NOT wearing red 
white and blue!  
 

 

 
 
During lockdown there were many special dances on 
zoom including two Girl Power dances. Whilst we were 
there we were able to hold a real live Girl Power 
Dance with the original ‘Girls’ calling and cueing. It was 
amazing!  
 
This photo was taken after the dance.  
Left to right: Amy Shotting (rounds cuer) Ett McAtee 
(caller) and Yours truly. 
 
 

 
 
 
We were treated to a homemade lunch feast with our 
friend Michael whom we met on zoom and who lives in 
Washington DC.  He is an amazing cook and all the 
glassware on the table was handmade by him along 
with several coloured vases and glass flowers in his 
windowsill. Very talented and a lovely caring friend.  

 

 
 
We did also did do some sightseeing in Baltimore and 
Washington DC.  
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Sunflowers at the  Van Gogh experience in 
Washington DC. If you get chance to visit one of these, 
it was well worth it. 
 

 
 
We stayed with Ett and Linda and as you are all aware 
that is where I called over Zoom to Chain Reaction 
when Ett joined me briefly. She did not share the 
whole time calling because Linda had a hip 
replacement just days before and was having physio, 
so they were otherwise engaged. Despite the hip 
surgery whilst we were over there, they were very kind 
in having us stay with them and we were there for 
Thanksgiving and had a feast with them and their 
family. A very nice and special experience.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On our return journey home we had an overnight flight 
with a stop-over in Rekyavik in Iceland and as we were 
flying over Greenland on our way there we had a 
constant amazing show of the northern lights. I was 
photographing them for an hour and they were still 
showing just as strong after I stopped.  This photo is 
obviously not best quality when taken through the 
plane window.  

 

 
 Terry & Di 
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Visit to Denmark in January 2023 
 
In January we visited Denmark where I was invited to 
call a special dance. It was the annual Troldedans in 
Naestved, a town north of Copenhagen. Helle was one 
of our zoom dancers and was responsible for booking 
callers. She had booked me to call the previous year 
but Covid prevented that, so finally it was possible this 
year. 
 
We spent a couple of days touring Copenhagen before 
meeting our hosts for the weekend, who drove us to 
Naestved where they live.  
 
On a canal cruise on a very lovely sunny day in 
Copenhagen. 

 
 
 
In the Guinness World Records museum, Terry ate all 
the pies!! 

 
 
When we arrived in Naestved, we saw a large statue 
of a troll. Trolde is the Danish word for troll and the 
Danish claim that trolls originated in Denmark. The troll 
originally held a sack over his shoulder but that has 
now gone. 
 
 
 

The legend goes that this troll was from Fladsaa, about 
seven miles south of Naestved and he could hear the 
bells of St Peter’s church in Naestved but trolls hate the 
church and the bells were driving him mad. He took a 
sack of sand and set out for Naestved to bury the town 
with the sand to silence the bells, but there was a hole 
in the sack, so the sand trickled out and formed a 
seven mile ridge along his journey between the towns. 
 
The hill that can be seen behind the statue was 
actually part of a ridge formed by glacial deposits from 
the end of the last ice age, but we liked the troll story. 
 
On Saturday, the special Troldedans (Troll Dance) was 
attended by another of our zoom dancers, Birte, who 
travelled by train from Germany to meet us.  
 
I was presented with a friendly troll with the Danish flag 
to commemorate calling the Troldedans. The troll is 
even making the heart sign with his hands like we do 
on zoom for virtual yellow rocks! 
 

 
 
We had a group photo with our host and family and 
Birte from Germany after the dance then went out for a 
meal with all members of the club who hosted the 
dance before staying with our hosts and Birte, having 
another lovely evening together with a wine bottle or 
two and plenty of nibbles!  
 
Notice how we are the smallest again! 

 
 Terry & Di 
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VIVIENNE & BOB 

Our Postman was quite excited recently when 
we had to sign for a letter and he said it was 
from Buckingham Palace and he had never 
delivered one from there before. We explained 
to him that it would be a card from Charles and 
Camilla congratulating us on our Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on the 16th March. 
Fancy that, we have put up with each other for 
60 years, plus about 18 months courting - what 
a lovely old-fashioned word. We had a party at 
a Club near home and I will have another 
celebration next month when I reach a Big 0. If 
you know of anyone nearing their 60th, 65th or 
70th Anniversary then let them know.  They, or 
a relative can apply to have a card sent to 
them.   Vivienne and Bob 
 

 
 

     
 
Congratulations to you both – fantastic record. 
Perhaps a photo of you as an octogenarian next time? 
 

 


